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“As of June, 2023, Lanark County forces were controlling wild 
parsnip by hand on 370 kilometres (approximately 66%) of the 

county road system. 

This manual control program, which utilizes a crew of summer 
students and staff, has significantly increased as a result of ”no-

spray” alternative to manage wild parsnip…” 

- Lanark County Public Works Report

















What to do in Lanark Highlands?















Mixtures aren’t tested. 

By anyone.







Pulling vs. Spraying:

Pulling: 

- Removes the root 
- Access to the property line 
- Protects native plants 
- Offers planting opportunities 
- Can create local jobs 
- Creates goodwill between 

governments and residents 
- Provides better site 

assessments 
- Anyone can do it, safely and 

effectively 

Spraying: 

- Inaccurate & wasteful 
- Can’t reach the property line 
- Kills non-targeted plants 
- Adds toxins to our soil and 

water 
- Requires outside contractors 
- Unpopular with most 

ratepayers 
- Exposes children to pesticides 
- Incomplete treatment means 

infestations last longer 
- Requires repeat applications 



How can we help?



- Education 

- Identification 

- Safety / PPE 

- Techniques 

- Disposal 

- Best Practices!





...or do nothing?



...or do nothing?



In the past Lanark Highlands Council has voted 
not to spray.  

They chose, first of all, to do no harm. 

I’m asking you to vote that way again, to work with 
us and seek more creative ways to reduce risk in 

the Highlands. 

Can you do that? 

Please?



THANK YOU


